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T’was the night before Christmas and all through their ranch

The Holzgrafes were reminiscing about the Paradise Branch.

The Gold Nugget Museum had decorated their trees

And Magalia was recovering from a recent deep freeze.

The sharing of goodies, the sipping of wine

Left them visions of festive lights on a Ponderosa Pine.

With Carol in her kerchief and Jim in his cap

They were finally settling down for a long winter’s nap.

When out on their lawn there arose such a clatter 

Mary Drew had arrived with the silver cookie platter.

Away to the window they flew like a flash

Look! She has leftovers from our holiday bash.

The moon was shining on the new fallen snow

When Satsie appeared with the budget in tow.

And what to her wondering eyes did appear?

“Santa gave us money for Tech Trek this year!”

Marygrace drove the sleigh, so lively and quick

She and the board members were up to their tricks.

They joined Satsie and Mary and rapid they came

Marygrace commenced to call them by name

Now Madeleine, Now Liz, now Mary H. and Susanne

On Lani, Lynn and Pat, Carol C. and Laurie Anne.

To the top of the porch, to the top of the wall

With Diane and Paulette, it’s a meeting for all!

As dry leaves before the wild hurricane fly

When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky.

So up to the rooftop they gathered around

With a pack of ideas for Carol to write down.

And then in a twinkling they planned a few years

With the hope to help women blaze new frontiers.

As Jim drew in his head and was turning around

Down the chimney old Santa came with a bound.

I just got your newsletter and it’s very well done

Ho Ho Ho, your computer skills are still number one.

Now the Paradise projects are no longer a mystery

Pence Re-Entry, Soup Supper and that impressive Women’s History.

His eyes how they twinkled, he asked for McLaughlin, Merry

He wanted to thank her for her years as Secretary.

Impressed by EF, LAF and the Foundation’s status quo

He showed off his beard which was white as the snow.

Long standing are the Bridge Groups and the Girls on a Hike

Or the book groups that discuss a novel they like.

Share the Fun, Sunday potlucks or crafty Paper Arts

His jolly old laughter captured everyone’s hearts.

He asked about both Kays, Rosemary and Gail

Is that Marianne H. hosting a while elephant sale?

He especially liked the kids books brought in for a donation

So he asked Kelley Conner, what’s the delivery location?

He filled the red stockings for every branch member

His work was finished for this 2013 December.

Time ran out before he could mention every name

But he gave us ALL a nod through the frosty windowpane.

Carol gathered up her team to wave a heartfelt goodbye

Then they sat by candlelight and enjoyed pumpkin pie.

And they heard him exclaim ere he drove out of sight,

Merry Christmas to all and to all a goodnight.













